Nutrition and Dietetic Educators and Preceptors (NDEP)

Nutrition and Dietetic Educators and Preceptors (NDEP) addresses the broad needs of the dietetics education community in developing and maintaining quality dietetics education programs and improving the relationship between the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics and educators and preceptors of dietetics students.  

NDEP VISION:  Optimizing higher education for current and future professionals in nutrition and dietetics.

NDEP MISSION:  Advocate for and empower educators to lead the profession of nutrition and dietetics.
Goals

· Academy members and students see educators and preceptors as leaders of the profession.

· Educators and preceptors view NDEP as vital to professional success.

· NDEP supports ACEND-accredited educational programs and the mentoring of program directors.

Nutrition and Dietetic Educators and Preceptors (NDEP) Group Membership 

Currently, NDEP has 1368 members.  

NDEP Council
· The elected (voting) members of the NDEP Council will consist of a Chair, Vice-Chair and Past Chair,  Eight Regional Directors, House of Delegates (HOD) Delegate and Preceptor Director. All officers will take office when the elected officers of the Academy assume their positions (June 1). 

· The appointed (non-voting) members include: Public Member, Graduate Student Representative, Council on Future Practice (CFP) Liaison, Board of Directors (BOD) Liaison, Commission on Dietetic Registration (CDR) Liaison and Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition and Dietetics (ACEND) Liaison.  
NDEP Committees and Task Forces 
NDEP has eight committees and task forces which include the Computer Match, NDEP Portal Resources, Program Mentoring, Issues Management, Career Development, Preceptor Recruitment, Interprofessional Education and Simulations.  Currently there are about 45 NDEP members who participate in those Committees and Task Forces.  
The Computer Match Committee updated guidelines to the computer match cycle for Spring 2016.  A final review will occur after each match cycle.  The Inter-Professional Education task force members are promoting inclusion of dietitians in all relevant national IPE groups.  The Career Development Committee continues to develop webinars where educators can have a forum to share their best practices, as well as, a forum for the Academy to share information with educators.  The Preceptor Task Force conducted a survey of NDEP members to identify interests and needs.  Currently, the regional meetings focus primarily on faculty/educator needs.  To address the needs of preceptors, the regional coordinators will enhance efforts to include specialized content in the regional meetings from 2017 forward.
 
Publications and Communication

NDEP continues to develop a venue for our members to publish peer-reviewed articles focused on dietetics education.  An editorial board continues to work with the peer review process and the first article was published in June, 2013.  To date, two education based articles have been published in the Journal’s Practice Application section, 19 articles have been received, 15 were reviewed, five have been published and two are currently in the review process.   

NDEP-Line, the NDEP newsletter, is published quarterly.  The newsletters are sent electronically to all members via e-blast and posted on the NDEP website.  The newsletters cover a variety of information regarding NDEP including a letter from the Chair, case studies, book reviews and information about upcoming NDEP events and meetings.  

The NDEP electronic mailing list (EML) continues to be a very active source of communication among members.  Members share resources and ideas using the EML.  Since March 2014, NDEP began using a community-based portal for communications among members.  This portal includes an EML, library and email blast system.    

Applicant Guide to Supervised Practice

The Applicant Guide to Supervised Practice is published as a resource for prospective dietetic interns. It is offered for sale to students, as well as, to the Didactic Program in Dietetics program directors.  This year, NDEP has sold 145 electronic versions of the applicant guide, which is an increase once again from last year.  NDEP will continue to provide this applicant guide yearly.  

Annual Spring Regional Meetings

NDEP hosts four regional meetings each year with approximately 350-400 registrants in total each year.  ACEND, CDR, CFP, NDEP and the BOD have held a panel discussion to discuss updates and hot topics within the dietetics profession in recent years.  In 2017, NDEP will hold only three meetings per year in the west, central and east regions.  
 
2016-2017 Council Members 

Robyn Osborn, PhD, RD, CD, Chair (CA)

Patricia M. Knisley, MS, RD, LD, Vice Chair (IL)

Sylvia Escott-Stump, MA, RDN, LDN, Past Chair (NC)

Stephanie Stockslager, MS, RD, Preceptor Director (VA) 

Julie Plasencia, MS, RD, Graduate Student Representative (MI)

Kendra Kattelmann, PhD, RDN, LN, FAND, Delegate (SD)

Sandra Gill, PhD, C. C. S., Public Member (IL)

Regional Directors: 

Wendy Buchan, PhD, RD (CA); Susan Edgar Helm, PhD, RDN (CA) 

Kim Matwiejow, MS, RD, LD (MO); Karen Smith, MBA, MS, RD, LD, FADA, FAND (GA)

Peggy Turner, MS, RD, LD, FAND (OK); Adam Burda, MS, RDN, LDN, FAND (WV)

Malinda D. Cecil, PhD, RD, LDN (MD); Kathleen Border, MEd, RD, CDN, FAND (NY)

Unit Liaisons: 

TBD; ACEND Liaison (IN) 

TBD; Board of Directors Liaison (FL)

TBD; CDR Liaison (NC)

Ruth Johnston, MS, RD, LD, CFP Liaison (AR)

Staff Liaison: 

Mary Gregoire, PhD, RD, Executive Director, ACEND 

Lauren Bozich, MS, RD, LDN, Senior Manager, ACEND 

NDEP Website: www.ndepnet.org 
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