Affiliate Involvement:
Public Policy, Legislation, Advocacy and Political Action
The Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics is committed to improving the nation’s health and advancing the profession through research, education and advocacy.  Public policy and advocacy are core functions of the Academy and are critical to achieving the mission, vision, goals and strategies outlined in the Strategic Plan Road​map. Public policy significantly influences and forms the public image of the Academy and that of the nutrition and dietetics profession.  

The goal of the Academy is to help improve the health of Americans and to ensure that the public trusts and chooses Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (RDN) and Nutrition and Dietetics Technician, Registered (NDTR) as the food and nutrition experts.  Public policy and advocacy efforts can enhance the Registered Dietitian Nutritionist and position the RDN in the forefront of the policy process by passing effective legislation and issuing regulations that support the Academy’s priorities. The following public policy areas are identified: 
1. Disease Prevention and Treatment 

2. Lifecycle Nutrition 

3. Healthy Food Systems and Access 

4. Quality Health Care
Achieving public policy goals is a well-considered, consistent, collaborative effort. It requires activities for legislation, regulation and recommendations. These are achieved through grassroots efforts at the local level by documentation of clinical and cost effective efforts by RDNs; documentation for needed policy changes by RDN practitioners and collaborators; advocacy efforts by members and supporters at the affiliate and national levels; leverage of expertise found in the Academy’s DPGs and MIGs; and coordination of these efforts through the Academy’s team in Washington, DC, including member leadership by the Legislative and Public Policy Committee (LPPC) and the Academy Political Action Committee (ANDPAC). The Academy’s supportive research documented in position papers and the Evidence Analysis Library (EAL) is critical for taking our messages and requests to policy makers. 

Supportive research has been identified for each of these priority areas which includes current position papers and topics addressed in the EAL. The Academy’s public policy stances are developed by the LPPC and approved by the Board of Directors. Input is solicited from member experts in the area of practice.
Academy positions are statements based on scientific evi​dence that are published in the Journal of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics. Position statements are period​ically reviewed, revised and in certain cases, retired by the Academy Position Committee. Public policy stances are developed by the LPPC and approved by the Academy Board of Directors when a formal position has not been published by the Academy on an issue that is relevant to the public policy priority areas. 
The affiliates have opportunities to advance the dietetics profession, provide consumer education, assist people with improving food and nutrition choices and to demonstrate value of dietetics professionals in healthcare, food service, public health, school nutrition and other areas of practice.  

State government is the place where:  
· Dietetics licensure and title protection are approved, 

· Scopes of practice are codified,

· Health care regulations are established, 

· Food service regulations are established, 

· Public health programs are administered, and

· Insurance coverage is determined and regulated.

Through these and other laws, state leaders play a key role in deciding who will provide nutrition services, when and where, and how they might be reimbursed.  They also will identify state gaps in providing access and knowledge for healthy food options. 
Responsibilities of Affiliates
Academy affiliates have responsibilities to address these and other public policy interests through the proactive involvement in local, state and federal grassroots advocacy efforts. The Public Policy Panel was established to use our grassroots to effect positive policy change for our profession. One of the most powerful advocacy asset of a member-based organization is its potential for grassroots advocacy. The Public Policy Panel allows for each affiliate to be a voice on policy at the local, state and federal level.  

· Affiliates are responsible for assisting members with knowing the federal legislative and public policy issues that affect their area(s) of practice.

· Affiliates are responsible for assisting with federal action alerts by encouraging members to participate.
· Affiliates are responsible for monitoring legislative issues within their state and communicating with the Academy’s Policy Initiatives and Advocacy (PIA) team.  The Academy’s Grassroots Advocacy Director is the resource for affiliate policy leaders and members in their states.
· Affiliate public policy leaders are encouraged to plan a general/plenary session at annual or regional meetings to help their members understand the value of policy and advocacy efforts and to learn advocacy skills.

· Affiliates’ public policy focus should include food, nutrition and health policy issues.  

· Affiliate leaders are encouraged to select three (3) policy priorities to best serve their members’ interests and needs.  The Academy recommends limiting the issues to help focus members and financial resources.  The Academy recommends that all state advocacy efforts include enlarging professional opportunities for registered dietitian nutritionists, registered dietitians and dietetic technicians, registered. Activities such as: sponsoring a State Legislative Day, meeting with the governor or governor’s staff, and encouraging grassroots involvement in public policy efforts including participating in action alerts and Public Policy Workshop activities.
· Targeted, clear communications with members, alliance partners, and the public on food, nutrition, and health policy positions are important components of policy work. Affiliates are encourages to develop a communications plan. 
· Partnerships and collaborations can support progress on priority issues and leverage resources.  These groups should have mutual goals and objective established.

Policy on Stances

· The Academy’s Legislative and Public Policy Committee (LPPC) establishes the Academy’s official positions known as stances on key issues. Affiliates support those stances in local and state forums.  

· Affiliates should advocate a position that is consistent with official Academy positions.
· Affiliates should consult with the Academy’s PIA Team in Washington, DC, before taking a public position on state legislation or regulations.  
· Affiliates are encouraged to have discussions with the PIA staff on policy issues, including a review of Academy stances, based on new information or evolving circumstances. 
· Affiliates are requested to share information on nutrition policy issues with the PIA staff.  
· The LPPC and the PIA staff may ask affiliates to provide input, data, sources of data and technical expertise for official Academy stances and statements. 
· The Academy can provide background, analysis and contacts for state issues work, which will help affiliates carry out policy work. 
Political Action Committee
Affiliates play a role in the Academy’s political action committee efforts, including helping to fundraise for the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics Political Action Committee (ANDPAC).  

The ANDPAC helps Academy members attend local fundraisers for members of Congress.  One of the Academy’s priorities is to make grassroots, advocacy and ANDPAC activities more integrated. Sponsoring Academy members to attend local fundraisers is part of that process. Academy member attendance at locally held fundraisers helps the Academy’s advocacy efforts for several reasons:
· Academy members have the opportunity to get involved in advocacy, and greater involvement strengthens the Academy’s grassroots network.

· Congress members like to hear from their own constituents about nutrition issues through their experiences.

· Local fundraisers are less expensive to attend that those in Washington, which is a more efficient use of ANDPAC dollars.

· Local events might be smaller, so Academy members are likely to have more “face time” with the member of Congress.  
To find a local fundraiser near you, contact ANDPAC@eatright.org. If you already know of an upcoming local fundraiser you’d like to attend, download and submit the ANDPAC Contribution Request form available at ANDPAC.
ANDPAC Board criteria for contributions include:

· The candidate's past or present support for the Academy’s public policy agenda

· The perceived need for the candidate's support in the future 

· The candidate's leadership position or committee assignment 

PIA staff can help prepare affiliate members to attend event that should help encourage Academy member participation.  This could an update on current policy work in DC and how this member of Congress is part of this or providing a background piece on the issues and talking points. 
Affiliate members attending fundraisers will be asked to know about the member of Congress’ role in nutrition policy, as well as key Academy messages.
